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Redemptorist Youth and Vocation Ministry
finds a new home in Downtown Toronto!

Welcome to Redeemer House!
On December 1, 2007, the new Redemptorist Community, “Redeemer House” was established in Toronto, right next to St. Patrick’s
Church.
Though the offices of RYVM and of Outreach Ministry in Toronto were already in town, it
was determined that our initiatives and ministry
should find a new home to allow for the opportunity to work together, share in community, and
build our ministries in the Toronto area, and to
continue to build them across Canada through this
new location.
After some minor repairs, and a fresh coat
of paint throughout the house, the new community
and offices at Redeemer House were born!
Redeemer House is a semi detached
house. One side of the building houses the Redemptorist Community which serves as the house
of Discernment and Formation for new Candidates
for Redemptorist life. This community, founded
upon the spirit of St. Alphonsus, and our Charism
as Redemptorists is a house of prayer, hospitality,
fellowship, and discernment.
Together, as a Redemptorist Community,
we live out our mission and charism through the
apostolic ministry of Vocation Discernment, Formation, Youth and Young Adult Ministry, and
Apostolic Outreach in the City of Toronto. This
ministry is coordinated through our work on the
other half of the house where the offices of RYVM
(Youth/Young Adult Ministry, and Vocation Ministry), as well as the Outreach Ministry are located.
To aid in the ministry that we are engaged
in, we have 3 gathering rooms on the main floor
which serve for gathered events, planning meetings, retreats, and other programs. Part of the Outreach Ministry, under the direction of Fr. Jon Hansen C.Ss.R. is the ongoing planning of the Out of
the Cold Program that takes place on Sunday
nights in the St. Patrick’s Parish Hall. Fr. Jon is
also engaged in a variety of ministries through the
Parish, and other programs like Faith Connections

for Young Adults, and work with refugees, and new
Canadians. Fr. Jon participates in the RYVM Programs as well.
We are quite excited about our new home!
As we continue to settle in, we look forward to
building our ministries in the area, and throughout
the country from this central location. Over the
next few months, some of the activities from the
new office include:

•
•
•
•
•
•

High School Retreat Days with our
Young Adult Leaders
Lenten Reflection Outreach through our
website
Redemptorist Come and See Retreats
Host Live-In discernment opportunities
at Redeemer House
S.E.R.V.E.
Redemptorist Pilgrimage to the Eucharistic Congress

And much more!
We hope that you look through the newsletter to see
the latest and greatest, check out our website for
updates! And do plan to visit us in our new home!
We are having an OPEN HOUSE February 15th!
See the Website for more details!
Our New Address is:
Redemptorist Youth and Vocation Ministry

c/o Redeemer House
151 McCaul Street
Toronto, Ontario M5T 1W3
(416) 593-6520 Fax: (416) 593-6801
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Into the Deep….. Of the Lenten Desert!
I know it’s hard to believe, but Lent is here again! As we begin
our Lenten Journey with Ash Wednesday, we remember that we
are invited on a journey. We are reminded of times of giving up
candy, television, deserts. We might remember cheating, failing, and then giving up all together, all in order to start again
next Lent.
But Lent doesn’t have mean, nor should it mean, this simple giving up “just because” you have to. Our sacrifices made during
Lent are meant to bring us towards joy; the “Joy” of freedom
and renewal through the power of Christ’s Resurrection and our
Redemption. But in order to appreciate and enter deeply into
the mystery and experience of Resurrection, we must first journey through the 40 days in the desert of Lent.
Author Marilyn Gustin wrote a book for Liguori Publications
entitled, “Choosing Joy for Lent”. She outlined the need that we
have to seek out our transformation through the seeking out joy
in life. We are invited to open ourselves to the power of the
Holy Spirit through six methods: detachment, surrender, contentment, noninjury, discipline, and contemplation.

where. You notice simple and beautiful things in life when you
are not hampered with “things”.
Non-injury is the effort to do no harm. Simple as that.
Discipline is the finding of inner strength to achieve a goal. It
requires practice and freedom of heart to take on a discipline.
We discipline ourselves always toward becoming better in life.
Contemplation is a centering of our whole being on God, and
entering the mystery and wonder of God’s creation.
So look for ways this Lent that you might deepen your prayer,
your reflection, and your quest to find Joy in the midst of the
quiet desert of your heart. Through scripture, meditation, and
journaling, find opportunities to allow your openness to be an
invitation for God’s love and God’s joy to find a home in you, so
that you may know richly, the joy of the resurrection in your
life.
Happy Lent!
Practical Ideas to help you enter into this holy season:

Detachment, or as St. Alphonsus said, “Distacco” means a letting go. It is the opposite of attachment. When we cling to
things in life beyond their normal significance, then they possess
us. Detachment is an invitation to see that we need to focus our
attachment elsewhere.

1.

Surrender opens our hearts and our hands to let go of our attachments, but also to be in a position to receive. Receive what?
That depends on how open we allow our hearts and hands to be
to God’s love and grace .

4.

2.
3.

5.
6.
7.

Create a simple prayer space: purple cloth, candle, cross,
sand, stones, nails.
Use a nail as a meditation piece during the season of Lent,
then use it as part of your prayer on Good Friday.
Incorporate a reflection on the Way of the Cross into your
prayer time. Perhaps attend a parish Way of the Cross service.
Save your extra pocket change during the season, and then
donate it to Development and Peace, or Share Lent.
Spend time in prayer each day with the daily readings for
Mass.
Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Attend all the celebrations of the Easter Triduum.

Finding contentment means to find peace and delight every-

Weekly Online Lenten Reflections
Join us during the season of Lent to reflect on the power and
mystery of our call to prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.
See the weekly reflections available on each Sunday of Lent
(based on the readings of the day), as well as Ash Wednesday, and the Easter
Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday.

Join us at www.ryvm.ca
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Top 10 Reasons why YOU should attend
a Redemptorist Come and See Retreat!
10. It’s free.
9. It’s a weekend away from the hustle and bustle of life.
8. Because my grandmother says I should be a priest or brother, and now I
want to find out for myself.
7. Three square meals! (At least on the Saturday!!)
6. Chance to meet other men who are wondering about their future.
5. There are opportunities for prayer, discussion, and reflection.
4. You get to meet the Redemptorists and find out what we are all about.
3. It’s a chance to travel to an exotic location like Saskatoon, St. John’s,
Vancouver, and Toronto!
2. You believe that the Good News of Jesus Christ is indeed ‘Good News’,
and needs to be proclaimed through evangelization, mission, and living
community.
1. You are compassionate, and believe that Jesus the Redeemer has something to say to all people.
But don’t just take my word for it, ‘Come and See’ for yourself!
Upcoming Retreat dates are listed in the box to the right. Go to our Website for more information about Discernment and the Retreats itself.
Even participate in a “Virtual Online Discernment Retreat” at your own pace!
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For more information, please do not hesitate to contact us!

Don’t Miss Out! - DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS MARCH 1 2008!
49th International Eucharistic Congress— Quebec City, June 2008
Redemptorist Youth and Vocation Ministry Pilgrimage
The RYVM Team is planning to
bring a delegation of 15 young
adults (age 18-30) and
3 Redemptorists to the event.

Note about the Cost per person: The cost of the event will
include: Hotel, Registration, Lunch during the Congress,
Transportation from Toronto, Transportation during the
Congress, Group T-Shirt, and Preparation materials.

Event Dates: June 15-22, 2008

Other meals like breakfast and dinner are not included in
this registration fee, and will be the responsibility of each
person to provide for those meals, unless otherwise specified.

Hotel Accommodations: Hotel
Bonsejours, Quebec City (2 per
room, but bring a sleeping bag /
inflatable
mattress)
(www.bonsejours.com)
The group will travel from Toronto by van on June 14th
and return to Toronto June 23rd.
Cost: $450.00 Payable by Cheque to the Redemptorists

Deadline: APPLICATIONS AND REGISTRATION FEE IS DUE NO LATER THAN
MARCH 1, 2008!!!

Thank you to the Redemptorists of the Edmonton-Toronto
Province for their financial contribution to help keep our
‘cost per person’ low. :o)
Go to www.ryvm.ca for further registration details and
information about the Congress itself, and to download an
application.
For more information, contact Pat Csinos or Fr. Santo
Arrigo at our office in Toronto (416) 593-6520.
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What’s happening at St. Teresa’s Church in St. John’s, NL?
During the season of Advent in particular, as well as all
year long, the prophet Isaiah is constantly inviting us to dream and
imagine the glorious future that is before all of us. The righteous
branch which we hear about in Advent, a branch which springs
forth from the stump of Jesse, (Isa. 11) is filled with promise and
hope for today and into the future.
That wonderful gift of hope continues to grow. The hope
grows in several places, specifically through the constant and consistent gathering of the Liguori Circle Community at St.Teresa’s
and the constant excitement surrounding Youth Ministry here in St.
John’s.
St. John’s Newfoundland was the first diocese in which the
Redemptorist Youth Mission Team1 (RYMT) worked. This archdiocese is still gifted by the occasion even after several years have
passed and pages of the calendar have turned. When the RYMT
worked in the St. John’s Archdioceses, five particular parishes, in
addition to the entire region, received a positive shot in the arm toward an active and vibrant comprehensive youth ministry. RYMT
encouraged youth, young adults and adults alike to grow in faith
and share gifts and talents with each other. Sharing and growing
continues through the constant planning for future event like Think
Fast and other faith sharing events.
In 2007, a Think Fast2 weekend was held at St. Teresa’s
parish with youth from several different groups and parishes participating. Planning for the 2008 Think Fast is well under way and
enthusiasm and excitement is building. This year’s Think Fast

weekend is planned for St. Kevin’s Parish in the Goulds.
The Liguori Circle3 Community gathers once a month and
laughs together, prays together and learns about saints and church
history together. This is a small group, varying from 6-15 regular
participants. Our last gathering, in January, highlighted one of our
Redemptorist saints, St. John Neumann. We invite all young adults,
18-30 years of age to join us for these lively, monthly faith sharing
gatherings.
God Bless,
Fr. Steve Morrisey, C.Ss.R.
St. Teresa’s Parish, St. John’s, Newfoundland
———————————————
Footnotes:
1.

2.

3.

The Redemptorist Youth Mission Team was developed to spend time
within a diocese working with a group of parishes to train individuals in
the establishment of a comprehensive approach to youth ministry. St.
John’s was one of the first (arch) dioceses to utilize this program. The
team is no longer in operation.
Think Fast is a 24 hour fasting program for youth/young adults, developed by “The Development and Peace” to promote an understanding of
global/local issues of justice in our world as well as act as a fund-raiser
to assist in this organizations justice efforts.
Liguori Circle is a Redemptorist and Young Adult gathering that invites
people to gather to explore and share their faith through presentations,
discussions and prayer.

Redemptorist High School
Retreat Team in Toronto
In February 2008, the Redemptorist High School Retreat
Team in Toronto will begin hosting
school groups from local school
boards at St. Patrick’s Church in
downtown Toronto. The Theme for
the retreats this year is, “Christ Be
Our Light: We are called to Act with Justice!”
The Retreat Day will consist of Prayer, Icebreakers, Introductory Video “Upstream” - produced by Development and Peace,
Discussion, Interactive Project on Charity and Justice, Poverty
Lunch!, Neighbourhood Prayer Walk downtown, and finally debriefing and brainstorming a Justice Action Plan for their Class or
School.
Now that the RYVM Team and the Toronto Outreach Coordinator are working out of Redeemer House (beside St. Patrick’s
Church,) it is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the local situation of our brothers and sisters who are in need, and who come each
week to the Parish Out of the Cold Program on Sunday night.
Pat, Fr. Santo and Fr. Jon are joined by a Team of Young
Adult Leaders who will be instrumental in programming and support of the Retreat Day.
In all, we expect to welcome about 500
students over the course of the next few months!
For more information about the program, or how you might become involved, contact Pat Csinos or Fr. Santo at the RYVM Office!

Blessings to our newly elected
Provincial Council!

Front: Fr. Jon Hansen, Fr. Michael Brehl
(Provincial Superior), Fr. Leo English.
Back: Fr. Remi Hebert, Fr. Mark Miller (Vicar
Provincial)
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Summer Endeavour in a Redemptorist Volunteer Experience

S.E.R.V.E. is 20 years old in 2008!
In celebration of this milestone we have gathered all the
S.E.R.V.E. banners that were crafted by the participants themselves (starting in
1993) and created a very attractive, eye-catching poster (11”X 17”). Yours for the asking! These posters are available through Liguori Circles, your local Redemptorist Priest
or email us your mailing address at ryvm@redemptorists.ca .
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Comprehensive Youth Ministry - An Inside Look!
Dean Schmidt is currently living in Saskatoon Saskatchewan, working for St. Thomas More College at
the University of Saskatoon as a recruitment officer.
Dean is involved in Liguori Circle at St. Mary’s in
Saskatoon, has attended the Redemptorist European
Youth Congress in Limerick, Ireland, and is the
acting Chair of the Western Canadian Association
of Catholic Youth Ministers (WCACYM).

I received the request for this article at the
beginning of the month and to tell you the
truth I was reluctant at first to write. Writing
is definitely outside my comfort zone, but
alas, the request for the article came from a person in my life that has
been encouraging me to step outside that comfort zone almost ever
since we met. So here we go, let’s see how I do.
The request placed before me was to “write an article about
Comprehensive Youth Ministry” (it actually includes a lot more description then just that). My first thought was “what do I know about
Comprehensive Youth Ministry?” But as it turns out, thanks to some
reassurance from that person I mentioned above, I do know enough
give you, the reader, at least the basics. In fact, I even know of some
great resources on the subject on my own bookshelf at home. How did
those books get on my shelves you ask? Well…
In 2004 as a person about to complete a university degree, I
was looking for what the next step was going to be in my life, I asked
my campus minister what he thought I should do. He responded with
“well what do you want to do?” I told him I wanted his job, meaning I
wanted to work in Youth Ministry or something like that. I had been
working with youth for years, but always in a secular setting. I asked
him if there was any training he knew of that could help me become
more knowledgeable about Youth Ministry. He told me of a certificate program he had taken, that he thought
would be perfect for what I was looking for:
the “Certificate in Youth Ministry Studies.”
In was during the first of day of
my first course in the certificate program
that I was introduced to the idea/concept/
approach of Comprehensive Youth Ministry. It turns that for over 30 years people
have been working on this stuff and have
done in my humble opinion I pretty fine job.
The comprehensive approach finds
it foundation in a document, which sits on Banner representing 8 Commy bookshelf, from the US Conference of ponents of Comprehensive
Catholic Bishops call Renewing the Vision – Youth Ministry made by ReA Framework for Catholic Youth Ministry, demptorist Youth Mission
Team in St. Paul, AB,
which was published in 1997. According to
in 2000.
that document the comprehensive approach
has 3 main goals:

1.

To empower young people to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in our world
today.(p.9)

2.

To draw young people to responsible participation in the life, mission, and
work of the Catholic faith community.(p.11)

3.

To foster the total personal and spiritual growth of each young person.

(p.15)

To achieve these 3 equally important and vital goals it requires the use of all the resources that a church community has to
offer – people, programs, and ministries. The comprehensive ap-

proach is a framework that can be adapted and integrated rather than a
specific model that must be followed exactly. With these 3 goals at its
centre and the knowledge that it takes the whole Church Community
to do Youth Ministry, I soon realized Youth Ministry was far more
than just “youth group”.
I learned that comprehensive youth ministry needs to happen
in all aspect of the lives of youth. It not only happens in the obvious
setting of things like youth groups but also ministering to them as part
of a family unit, integrating them to all aspects parish activities, and
also involving and connecting them to the wider community. It’s
about building a youth friendly culture within all aspects of the church
and wider community.
For me it has
meant thinking in a
new way, when it
comes to youth involvement in any activity/program/board/
etc. that I am involved
with. When thinking Myron Rogal (St. Mary’s, Saskatoon), Fr. Leo, Fr.
about who needs to be Santo, Pat Csinos, Andrea Godziuk (St. Joe’s, Grande
Prairie) and Fr. David. They participated in the Nainvolved, instead of tional Conference of Catholic Youth Ministers held
thinking we need to
last month in Banff, AB.
make sure to include
youth, I try my best to think whose skills/talents/perspective from
community (which obviously includes youth) will best represent and
serve the community. Making the youth an essential component to
every aspect.
The Certificate program consists of eight 2 day courses, each
linked to a component of the comprehensive approach - Principles
and Practices, Foundations and Skills for Youth Ministry, Evangelization and Catechesis, Prayer and Worship, Pastoral Care, and Justice
and Service. The training not only provides you with valuable knowledge and resources (like the books on my shelf), but also connects you
with other people passionate about youth and about ministry to them.
The Certificate has been adapted in Canada, with Canadian examples
and content, and there are several locations and opportunities across
this great country of ours to get trained.
If you wanted the specifics on that document from the US
Bishop’s here are the particulars: NCCB, Renewing the Vision – A
Framework for Catholic Youth Ministry. Washington D.C.: Office of
Publishing, 1997.
And finally to the person, mentioned above, who keeps challenging me to step outside that comfort zone, keep up the good work
and Thank you.

To learn more…..

about Comprehensive Youth
Ministry and links to Canadian Associations and Training, see the RYVM
Website: www.ryvm.ca
Or visit the Website
www.cmdnet.org

for

Center

for

Ministry

Development

If you have any further questions about Comprehensive Youth Ministry,
the Training Programs offered across Canada, or how you might become
involved in your local area, contact us at ryvm@redemptorists.ca
and we’ll help you connect with your local Youth Ministry Support Networks!
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Youth and Young Adult “Explosion” in Grande Prairie!
Andrea Godziuk is the Parish Youth Ministry
Coordinator at St. Joseph’s Parish in Grande
Prairie. Andrea has been involved in Liguori
Circle in Grande Prairie, and is currently working
on completing her Certificate in Youth Ministry
Studies through WCACYM (Western Canadian
Association of Catholic Youth Ministers)

Youth Ministry at St. Joseph’s…..
The youth at St. Joseph Parish are crazy
in love with Jesus! I think that best describes them…or maybe they are crazy
about their youth minister…!!! Youth Ministry has exploded this
year. It has been unreal every time we meet to just watch the continuous flow of youth entering the room. 15…20…35…40…one
Friday night we had over 70 youth show up! How awesome is
that?!?!? 70 youth hanging at the church on a Friday night! Youth
Ministry at St. Joe’s is pretty simple. Every event is open to all

Liguori Circle Dates!
St. Mary’s Redemptorist Community
of Saskatoon, SK
Contact: Fr. Remi at 306-244-2983
Location: 211 Avenue O South, Saskatoon
Dates are: Feb. 10, March 2, April 6, May 4

Holy Redeemer Redemptorist Community
of Sudbury, ON
Contact Fr. Tony Bidgood at 705-566-8330
Location: 1887 Bancroft Dr. Sudbury
Dates are: TBA - check website for dates

St. Joseph’s Redemptorist Community
of Grande Prairie, AB
Contact: Fr. David Purcell at 780-532-2351
Location: 10273-111 Avenue, Grande Prairie
FACEBOOK GROUP: ‘Liguori Circle - Grande Prairie’
Dates are: The 3rd Tuesday of the Month

St. Teresa’s Redemptorist Community
of St. John’s NL
Contact: Fr. Steve Morrisey at 709-579-3532
Location: 120 Mundy Pond Rd. St. John’s NL
FACEBOOK GROUP: ‘Liguori Circle’
Dates are: The First Sunday of the Month

St. Patrick’s Redemptorist Community
of Toronto ON
Contact: Fr. Jon Hansen at 416-593-6520
Location: 141 McCaul St. Toronto, ON
Dates: TBA

youth in grades 7-12. Under
the Son meets every Monday night. Typically this is
our faith formation night,
topics ranging from relationships, gossip, stress,
prayer; we even had a
whole evening dedicated to
Facebook (and how to share
our faith on it…just to clarify). Once a month, we have a social
night. Our favorite social night so far was Sculpt it! Making bologna snowflakes using your teeth, sculpting a T-Rex out of others
chewed bubble gum…make sure to have gloves handy, and the best,
sculpting out of SPAM…mmm good! TGIF (Thank God it’s Friday) happens once a month. These Fridays are a social evening usually with another youth group in the city. JAM (Jesus At Midnight)
happens one Friday a month also. We sing Praise and Worship and
pray from 8pm-midnight. And to round it up, every 3rd Wednesday
of the month is Movie Night. We also have a youth retreat twice a
year and participate in an interdenominational youth rally, Disturbing the Peace. Throw in a few ski trips, and that is pretty much St.
Joe’s Youth Ministry in a nutshell. I feel blessed to be in this ministry and am looking forward to see what God has in store for 2008.

Liguori Circle at the Parish Rectory…..
Every third Tuesday of each month
is when the young adults of St. Joseph Parish go crazy….at Liguori
Circle. On average there are about
15 young adults who gather, to discuss, pray and laugh together. To
kick off our year we broke off into
teams and participated in a picture
scavenger hunt. Clues where given
of activities to do around town and
teams had to take pictures of themselves doing them. The best picture taken is of Fr. David on all
fours pretending to pee on a fire hydrant. I am proud to call him my
pastor! At Christmas we celebrated together at a potluck and remember Fr. Claude, who brought so much joy and laughter to our
group, by drinking wine that he made before he passed away in
early December. He will be missed by Liguori Circle. In January we
were blessed to have Fr. Santo present to us an inspiring reflection
on the Eucharist. How we need to be small “e” eucharist to others
everyday. As a group we have decided that we would like to volunteer in the community more. So far
we have helped the hospital decorate
trees at Christmas and prepared and
served a meal at a drop in centre. We
look forward to helping our community more in the new year.
For more info and pictures, we’re
on Facebook – Liguori Circle,
Grande Prairie. Check us out!
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Youth Pastoral Team at the Shrine of Ste. Anne de Beaupré! Join us!
We are looking for young adults who will enrich the team with their
personality, talents and creativity. Theological studies are not mandatory. Bilingualism, musical ability and theatre experience will be considered, but again are not mandatory for all. We ask that you be available from May 20 to August 26, 2007. The deadline for applications is
April 1, 2007.

Come and be a part of our team, especially as we celebrate 400 years of the Archdiocese,
welcome the world during the International Eucharistic Congress, and celebrate the Shrine’s 350th Anniversary as well! Be a part of this special year!
For more information about the Youth Pastoral Team, or to send in your resume, contact:

Rejean Bernier (418) 648-6737

Basilica’s website: www.ssadb.qc.ca.

Constitution Corner
Article 4: A Community of Persons
36. The community must further the personal
growth of its members, develop interpersonal relations and build up genuine brotherhood. This will
demand that persons, with their values and qualities,
be highly esteemed. Moreover, opportunities must
be given the members to make their own personal
decisions, in order to promote real development of
maturity and responsibility.

Redemptorist Foreign Mission Opportunities
for Young Adults!
•
•
•

Are you looking for an opportunity of a lifetime?
Would you like to participate in mission work with Redemptorists in
places like Zimbabwe, Brazil, Peru, and Thailand?
Join other Young Adults from around the world who are already
taking part in some of these programs in a variety of ways.

Contact Pat Csinos or Fr. Santo Arrigo C.Ss.R. if you are interested in
finding out more about these opportunities for you to work in a Redemptorist mission with the poor and abandoned across the globe. Timeframes
for opportunities are flexible, but may be fixed based on the specific
placements available.
Check out this site for some mission opportunities: www.serve.ie

CONTACT INFORMATION
Fr. Santo Arrigo C.Ss.R.
Coordinator of Redemptorist Vocation Ministry

Pat Csinos
Coordinator of Redemptorist Young Adult Ministry
151 McCaul Street Toronto ON M5T 1W3
vocations@redemptorists.ca ryvm@redemptorists.ca

(416) 593-6520

Fax: (416) 593-6801

www.ryvm.ca

There are several websites that pertain to the Church,
Redemptorists, discernment, and different other “Catholic” things!

Check these websites out!
Busted Halo
www.bustedhalo.com
Canadian Vocation Network
www.vocations.ca
Canadian Catholic Campus Ministry
www.cccm.ca
Catholic Information Center
www.catholic.net
Centre for Ministry Development
www.cmdnet.org
Earth Ministry
www.earthministry.org
Newspaper on Religious Life
www.vidimusdominum.org
Redemptorists in North America
www.redemptorists.com
Redemptorists in Rome (General Gvnm’t)
www.cssr.com
Story of my Life - Vocation Test at.......
www.vocations.com
VISION Magazine Online
www.visionguide.org

